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WELCOME TO ARBORLAWN
Welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. We are so glad you are 
here! At Arborlawn, we are committed to the work of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
There are WELCOME KIOSKS and GREETERS throughout the building to 
help answer any questions you may have about our church and assist you 
in “Connecting with People” in this place we call, “Home.” If you would like 
to use a hearing device or wheelchair/walking aid, please see an USHER. 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
We always welcome children in worship. Please pick up a Color-N-Worship 
book and crayons for your child to use during the service. If your child 
gets restless or upset, please know that we have a PARENT’S LOUNGE 
located in the back of the Sanctuary. There are rocking chairs, toys, and 
books to use while you are there. And then, please come back to the 
service. We like it when children and families are here. During the 11:00 
worship service each Sunday, children 2 and 3 years old are invited to  
WEE WORSHIP in Room 126. A NURSERY is also available during all 
worship services for infants through Pre-K.

NEW HERE?
Please stop by the WELCOME KIOSK in the Gathering Area (near the 
Church Offices) from 9:45 to 10:45 or at the WELCOME KIOSKS in the Lower 
Commons following the 11:00 and service.  We’d love to get to know you and 
answer any questions you may have.

WAYS TO GIVE TO ARBORLAWN UMC
ArborlawnUMC.org/give | Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256 

FIRST FRUIT OF  
DISCIPLESHIP
Relationship

It’s easy to become bitter, angry, lose hope, or give up when 
things don’t go our way and when life is not fair. As disciples, 
we are called to follow in the ways of Jesus, which is not always 
the easy way. God understands unfairness; it is not fair for Jesus 
to have to atone for our sins on the cross, but that doesn’t keep 
God from loving us. Every time we gather for Holy Communion, 
when bread is broken and wine poured out, we are reminded 
of how God used an unfair situation to prove God’s love for us.

Bear the fruit of Relationship this week by simply taking 
comfort in the fact that wherever you are in life, regardless of 
the circumstances that brought you to this precise moment, 
God loves you no matter what. While life may not be fair, God’s 
presence and love is with you always.
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heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He came preaching 
accountability but forgiveness. He came preaching obedience but grace. He came 
preaching responsibility, but love the greatest responsibility of all.
And on the most unfair night in human history, the night on which he made our 
every offense his own, The Lord took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry 
to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
 Amen.

 Breaking the Bread
Monetary gifts left at the communion rails are used to fund the Helping Hands Ministry at 
Arborlawn which helps to offset costs of utility bills for persons in need in our community.

 Anthem During Communion   Ruth Schram & Celsie Staggers
“Come, Be Fed”

COMMISSION

* Hymn  of Discipleship, No. 419   I AM THINE
“I Am Thine, O Lord”

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
 Reception of New Members

We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church and bid 
you welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. With you, we renew 
our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and 
our witness.

* Blessing and Sending
 Choral Benediction    “Let Us Be Bread”          Thomas Porter

 Postlude                        “Allegro Maestoso” G. F. Handel
*All who are able, please stand.  
Congregational response in bold.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of 
Rev. Verne Fuque’s 70 years in ministry by The Bible Study Class.

Leading In Today’s Service
Rev. Chris Mesa | Senior Minister
Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez | Assoc. Pastor, Congregational Care 
Rev. Verne Fuqua | Assoc. Pastor, Visitation 
Michael Plantz | Director of Choral Music 
Dr. Jerry Westenkuehler | Director of Instrumental Music & Organist 
Carol Haynes (8:45) | Member of New Hope Class 
Allyn Needham (11:00) | Member of Cornerstone Class

A Service of Word and Table
PREPARATION

 Greeting Rev. Chris Mesa
Before the service begins, take time to connect with those around you. 

As the prelude begins, prepare your heart to meet God.

 Chiming the Hour 
 Prelude “Allegro Vivace” G. F. Handel

 Choral Introit “Praise the Lord!” Tyler Brooks

 Call to Worship (based on Ecclesiastes 9)              Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

The race doesn’t always go to the swift;

Yet God’s goodness faileth never.
The battle doesn’t always go to the mighty, nor wealth to the 
intelligent;

Thy goodness faileth never.
The world isn’t always fair.

But God is always good.

ADORATION
* Opening Hymn, No. 66 LAUDA ANIMA

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

* The Invocation  Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

 Organ Interlude 
 Old Testament Lesson, Ecclesiastes 9:11-12 (CEB)
                                                                   Carol Haynes (8:45); Allyn Needham (11:00)  

I also observed under the sun that the race doesn’t always go to the swift, nor 
the battle to the mighty, nor food to the wise, nor wealth to the intelligent, nor 
favor to the knowledgeable, because accidents can happen to anyone. People 
most definitely don’t know when their time will come. Like fish tragically caught 
in a net or like birds trapped in a snare, so are human beings caught in a time of 
tragedy that suddenly falls to them.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

INTERCESSION

 Petitions of the Church Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

 Call to Prayer “Near to the Heart of God” Cleland McAfee

 The Morning Prayer

PROCLAMATION

 New Testament Lesson, Luke 15:11-32(CEB)
Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons. The younger son said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the inheritance.’ Then the father divided his 
estate between them. Soon afterward, the younger son gathered everything 
together and took a trip to a land far away. There, he wasted his wealth through 
extravagant living.

“When he had used up his resources, a severe food shortage arose in that 
country and he began to be in need. He hired himself out to one of the citizens 
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. He longed to eat his 
fill from what the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything. When he came to his 
senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have more than enough 

food, but I’m starving to death! I will get up and go to my father, and say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be 
called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands.” ’ So he got up and went 
to his father.

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with 
compassion. His father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him. Then his son 
said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve 
to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out 
the best robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet! Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it. We must celebrate with feasting 
because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life! He was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now his older son was in the field. Coming in from the field, he approached the 
house and heard music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked 
what was going on. The servant replied, ‘Your brother has arrived, and your 
father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he received his son back safe 
and sound.’ Then the older son was furious and didn’t want to enter in, but his 
father came out and begged him. He answered his father, ‘Look, I’ve served you 
all these years, and I never disobeyed your instruction. Yet you’ve never given me 
as much as a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son 
of yours returned, after gobbling up your estate on prostitutes, you slaughtered 
the fattened calf for him.’ Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad because this 
brother of yours was dead and is alive. He was lost and is found.’”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 Sermon “That’s Not Fair!” Rev. Chris Mesa
 

RESPONSE
 The Morning Offering   Rev. Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     
 Offertory “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” Albin C. Whitworth

* Dedication of Tithes and Offerings   OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 The Great Thanksgiving     
                                                                  Rev. Chris Mesa & Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, in this summer season and in all seasons, to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God,  wherever we are and wherever we might travel knowing that you are present 
in all places.

You are present in places of safety and security; You are present in places of 
isolation and loneliness. You are present in circumstances of plenty, among those 
who are well-fed and satisfied; You are among the hungry and the grieving, among 
those who have lost hope or lost interest or both.
And even when we have lost interest  when we have been tempted to question 
not only the fairness of the world but the love of our Creator, Your love remained 
steadfast. In Christ, you would not let us go.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,


