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The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Patty Hardee 
in loving memory of Phil Thomas & her parents, Lou & Peggy White.

The flowers in the Lower Commons are given to the glory of God and in 
memory of Bill & Wini Ayres by their children, in honor of their birthdays.
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Each Christmas Eve, we need more than 100 volunteers 
to serve across our campus welcoming guests and 
members alike to our community. How will you serve 
this Christmas Eve? Be on the lookout for an email with 
more information and ways to sign up. You can also visit 
the Church Office for more information.

WELCOME TO
ARBORLAWN

Welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church! Thank you for joining 
us this morning! Take some time before and after the service to get to 
know those around you, as it is often people who help others know Jesus 
and grow in their faith. Throughout the building, there are WELCOME 
KIOSKS and GREETERS to help answer any questions you may have about 
this community. If you would like to use a hearing device or wheelchair/
walking aid, please see an USHER. 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

We are so glad that you are here this morning! Make sure to fill out the 
ATTENDANCE PAD that is passed down your row. We’d love to know that 
you were here! After the service, please stop by the WELCOME KIOSK 
outside the Sanctuary! We have a gift that we want to share with you . We’d 
also love to get to know you and answer any questions you may have about 
this community.

We always welcome children in worship! If your child gets restless or 
upset, please know that we have a PARENT’S LOUNGE located in the 
back of the Sanctuary. There are rocking chairs, toys, and books to use 
while you are there. And then, please come back to the service. We like it 
when children and families worship with us. A NURSERY is also available 
during all worship services for infants through Pre-K. During the 11:00 
worship service each Sunday, children 2 & 3 years old are invited to  
WEE WORSHIP in Room 126.

GIVING AT ARBORLAWN
Giving your tithes and offerings is an act of worship that we recognize each 
Sunday during the Morning Offering. At Arborlawn, we have multiple ways 
for you to give. Please consider setting up online giving at the link below. 

 
www.ArborlawnUMC.org/give  |   Text “ARBORLAWN” to 73256
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and to everything crawling on the ground—to everything that breathes—I 
give all the green grasses for food.” And that’s what happened. God saw 
everything he had made: it was supremely good. There was evening and 
there was morning: the sixth day.

Gospel Lesson, John 12:20-31 (CEB)  
Some Greeks were among those who had come up to worship at the 
festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
made a request: “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” Philip told Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip told Jesus. Jesus replied, “The time has come for the 
Human One to be glorified. I assure you that unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it can only be a single seed. But if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. Those who love their lives will lose them, and those who hate 
their lives in this world will keep them forever. Whoever serves me must 
follow me. Wherever I am, there my servant will also be. My Father will 
honor whoever serves me. “Now I am deeply troubled. What should I say? 
‘Father, save me from this time’? No, for this is the reason I have come 
to this time. Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there 
heard and said, “It’s thunder.” Others said, “An angel spoke to him.” Jesus 
replied, “This voice wasn’t for my benefit but for yours. Now is the time for 
judgment of this world. Now this world’s ruler will be thrown out.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

 Sermon   Rev. Chris Mesa 

“God Will Never Give You More Than You Can Handle”

COMMISSION
* Hymn of Discipleship No. 369 VILLE DU HAVRE

“It Is Well with My Soul”

 Reception of New Members
We rejoice to recognize you as a member of Christ’s Holy Church 
and bid you welcome to Arborlawn United Methodist Church. With 
you, we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness.

DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT
* Blessing and Sending

* Choral Benediction John Rutter
“Amen”

 Postlude  Jeremiah Clarke    
“Trumpet Tune and March”

* All who are able, please stand.
Congregational response in bold.

Leading In Today’s Service
Rev. Chris Mesa | Senior Pastor
Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez | Assoc. Pastor, Congregational Care 
Rev. Verne Fuqua | Assoc. Pastor, Visitation 
Michael Plantz | Director of Choral Music 
Caleb Fritz | Guest Conductor & Chancel Choir Member 
Judy Allen (8:45) | Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Member 
David Phillips (11:00) | Chancel Choir Member
Kim Cordell | Director of Children’s Ministry
George & Michelle Pettit | Costa Rica Mission Team Members

A Service of the Word
PREPARATION

 Greeting  Rev. Chris Mesa
Before the service begins, take time to connect with those around you. 

As the prelude begins, prepare to meet God.

 Chiming the Hour

 Prelude                                                                             Craig Phillips
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

 Choral Introit “A Jubilant Song” Allen Pote

* Call to Worship (from Genesis 1)           Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez 

God created humanity in God’s own image, in the image of the 
divine God created us;

It was supremely good.
God blessed humans and placed the fish of the sea and the birds of 
the air in our charge.

It was supremely good.
God created and is still creating; plants and seas, sky and sun, 
generation after generation.

It is supremely good.

ADORATION
* Opening Hymn, No. 92 DIX

“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
Stanzas 1, 2, 5, & 6

* The Invocation                                                                Rev. Chris Mesa

 Organ Interlude
 Sacrament of Baptism (11:00) 

Olivia Belle Neill
daughter of Ryan and Becca Neill

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include 
Olivia now before you in your care? 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to 
the example of Christ. We will surround Olivia with a community of love 
and forgiveness, that she may grow in her trust of God and be found 
faithful in her service to others. We will pray for Olivia, that she may be 
a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.

INTERCESSION
 VBC Roar Video Kim Cordell

 Petitions of the Church                            Rev. Joy Dister-Dominguez

 Call to Prayer  Helen Lemmel
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

 Morning Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

DEDICATION
 Costa Rica Mission Team Report George & Michelle Pettit

 The Morning Offering Rev. Verne Fuqua

 Responding with Our Gifts     

 Offertory   Dale Wood
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

* Dedication of Tithes and Offerings               OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAMATION
New Testament Lesson, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (CEB)

                                                   Judy Allen (8:45); David Phillips (11:00)
Brothers and sisters, I want you to be sure of the fact that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud and they all went through the sea. All were baptized 
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. All ate the same spiritual food, and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. They drank from a spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ. However, God was unhappy with 
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. These things 
were examples for us, so we won’t crave evil things like they did. Don’t 
worship false gods like some of them did, as it is written, The people sat 
down to eat and drink and they got up to play. Let’s not practice sexual 
immorality, like some of them did, and twenty-three thousand died in 
one day. Let’s not test Christ, like some of them did, and were killed by 
the snakes. Let’s not grumble, like some of them did, and were killed by 
the destroyer. These things happened to them as an example and were 
written as a warning for us to whom the end of time has come. So those 
who think they are standing need to watch out or else they may fall. 
No temptation has seized you that isn’t common for people. But God is 
faithful. He won’t allow you to be tempted beyond your abilities. Instead, 
with the temptation, God will also supply a way out so that you will be able 
to endure it.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

 Anthem   Craig Courtney   
      “If You Search With All Your Hearts”

 Old Testament Lesson, Genesis 1:28-31 (CEB)  
God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God 
created them, male and female God created them. God blessed them 
and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and master it. Take 
charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling 
on the ground.” Then God said, “I now give to you all the plants on the 
earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds 
within it. These will be your food. To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, 


