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Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday

We beg you as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” God 
caused the one who didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that 
through him we could become the righteousness of God. Since we 
work together with him, we are also begging you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain. He says, I listened to you at the right time, and I 
helped you on the day of salvation. Look, now is the right time! Look, 
now is the day of salvation!

-2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 (CEB)

Today is Ash Wednesday. It’s that weird day in the life of the church 
where we gather for worship; hymns are sung, prayers are prayed, and 
the word is heard and proclaimed just as is always the case, but by the 
time the service is over, we’ve confronted the reality of our own death 
and we leave with actual ashes on our forehead. And, somehow by the 
end of the service none of this seems weird at all.

“Look, now is the right time! Look, now is the day of Salvation!” As the 
Apostle Paul writes, today is indeed the right time to “Look,” no, not 
to look into the camera on your phone, as you send someone a selfie 
of that dark blob on your forehead, but to look straight ahead, to see 
that in each and every moment we are dust returning to dust, and 
nonetheless, now is the right time for salvation.

Over the next 40 days we’ll pray, we’ll reflect, we’ll reconcile, and even 
in the face of the death that we know is coming, we’ll experience 
salvation—not a salvation from something, not a salvation for later, but 
a salvation that is here and now, inviting us each and every day to live. 

And so, as ashes touch your forehead, as you hear the words, “From the 
dust you were made. To dust you will return. Repent, and believe the 
gospel,” “Look.” Look for life in the midst of death. Look for love in the 
midst of hate. Look for justice in the midst of wrong. Look for creation 
in the midst of chaos. Look for salvation in the midst of destruction. 
Only by looking will we see the God who is present with us always.
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Thursday, February 15

The Lord said: At the right time, I answered you; on a day of salvation, 
I helped you. I have guarded you, and given you as a covenant to 
the people, to restore the land, and to reassign deserted properties, 
saying to the prisoners, “Come out,” and to those in darkness, “Show 
yourselves.” Along the roads animals will graze; their pasture will be on 
every treeless hilltop. They won’t hunger or thirst; the burning heat and 
sun won’t strike them, because one who has compassion for them will 
lead them and will guide them by springs of water.

-Isaiah 49:8-10 (CEB)

“At the right time, I answered you; on a day of salvation, I helped you.” 
There’s a reason these words may sound familiar. Yesterday we heard 
the Apostle Paul quoting this line from the prophet Isaiah, who was 
ultimately quoting what God had said to God’s people. 

It’s easy to think that because yesterday was a special church holiday, 
with its own name, “Ash Wednesday,” that it makes sense for it to be a 
“day of salvation.” But, what about today? There is no special name for 
the second day in the season of Lent, but that makes it no less of a day 
of salvation than yesterday. God is still calling on prisoners to “Come 
out” and telling those in darkness to “Show yourselves.” God is still 
inviting us to see and find life.

At some point in our lives, we all lose ourselves in darkness; we all find 
ourselves, or at least a part of ourselves, imprisoned. And so, on this 
“day of salvation,” “Come out.” “Show yourself.” Be the person that God 
has created you to be in as full a way as you can. It won’t happen all 
at once, but we have 38 more days to go, and then countless days of 
salvation to come after that. God offered this invitation in antiquity. 
God offered this invitation to the early church. And, God offers this 
invitation now. What do you have to lose? Are you afraid of living?
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Friday, February 16

We were treated with honor and dishonor and with verbal abuse and 
good evaluation. We were seen as both fake and real, as unknown and 
well known, as dying—and look, we are alive! We were seen as punished 
but not killed, as going through pain but always happy, as poor but 
making many rich, and as having nothing but owning everything. 

-2 Corinthians 6:8-10 (CEB)

The great seasons of the church, Advent and Lent, have a habit of 
being the times during the year when the chances of being confronted 
by mystery are at their greatest. On Wednesday, ashes touched our 
forehead as a reminder of our death, and yet, with the Apostle Paul, 
we declared it a “day of salvation,” a day inviting us to live. It seems 
contradictory, doesn’t it, to celebrate death and in turn find life? 

A life of following Jesus has always been a life of mystery. This is the 
point Paul is trying to make in these words from 2 Corinthians. “We 
were seen as both fake and real, as unknown and well known, as 
dying—and look, we are alive!” Paul knows it doesn’t make sense, but 
he’s inviting the Corinthian church to trust him. The same could be 
said for us: God knows it doesn’t make sense. From the dust we were 
made and to it we will return; repent and believe the gospel anyway. 
We’re all going to die—and yet, God is hoping for all of us to live.

Even our God in Christ died on the cross—and yet, Jesus showed us 
how to live. This example of how to live can be summed up in a prayer 
that many of us pray each week, “The Lord’s Prayer.” It’s easy to pray 
through each week in worship without even thinking about the words, 
but throughout the season of Lent, we are going to explore these 
words in worship each Sunday. 

This prayer is printed below. As the weekend begins, pray through 
these words. Sit with the mystery they convey. And, like Paul, Jesus, and 
countless followers of Christ throughout history, together we will find 
life as we pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.
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Sunday, February 18

“When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see them. 
I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when you pray, go 
to your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is present 
in that secret place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will 
reward you.“When you pray, don’t pour out a flood of empty words, as 
the Gentiles do. They think that by saying many words they’ll be heard. 
Don’t be like them, because your Father knows what you need before 
you ask. Pray like this: Our Father who is in heaven, uphold the holiness 
of your name. 

-Matthew 6:5-9 (CEB)

Lent is an interesting time. It’s a time of introspection. It’s a time of self-
awareness. Some people even experience it as a time to give up certain 
things. We give up soft drinks or chocolate or fried foods. We give up 
television or social media. One year, I even tried to give up sarcasm; 
that didn’t last too long.

Giving up things for Lent is okay, provided we do so for the right 
reasons. We’re not to give up things to punish ourselves or to make our 
daily lives unpleasant. That’s not the point at all. Rather, the point is to 
let go of things that can take our focus off of Christ, so that Jesus might 
have a bit more of our attention as we seek to go deeper spiritually.

But, what if you could achieve that same result not by giving things 
up, but by doing something we already do, just a little bit differently? 
As people of faith, we pray. Jesus says: “Pray like this: Our Father 
who is in heaven, uphold the holiness of your name.” As we enter 
this first week of the Lenten season, what if we made it a season of 
deeply committed, faithful prayer? And what if we could do so just by 
following Jesus’ simple instructions?
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Monday, February 19

“Don’t pour out a flood of empty words, as the Gentiles do.” 
-Matthew 6:7a (CEB)

Today is President’s Day. I remember an article from the Washington 
Post from several years ago, which talked about how this holiday was 
different. Three reasons were offered for this uniqueness: (1) there’s 
not universal agreement on the holiday’s actual name, (2) there’s not 
universal agreement regarding which presidents we’re honoring, and 
(3) there’s not universal agreement on whether or not to include an 
apostrophe in the word, “Presidents.”

Every church is different, and people in those churches all pray in 
different ways. Even here in our own Arborlawn church, different 
people embrace prayer differently. Yet even in the midst of our 
differences, there is some universal agreement on how to pray. Jesus 
says, “Don’t pour out a flood of empty words, as the Gentiles do.” 
Jesus knew that haughty, empty words often only served to heighten 
differences between people, rather than unify them. Jesus intended 
the Lord’s Prayer to be a unifying element in the lives of people of faith.

On President’s Day, there will be plenty of empty words offered by all 
kinds of different people. Do this instead: pray for our President, and 
follow Jesus’ instructions when you do.
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Tuesday, February 20

“So teach us to count our days that we might gain a wise heart.” 
-Psalm 90:12 (NRSV)

Lent is a season that we can count; it has forty days (it doesn’t include 
Sundays, because every Sunday is like a “little Easter”). But, counting 
our days is more than just keeping track of them on a calendar. Several 
years ago, one of my fellow pastors passed away quite suddenly, at all 
too young of an age. The sad news spread through the community, 
and soon after, one of the church’s associate pastors was asked this 
question by an employee at the local Sonic: “Was it that big guy who 
ate here all the time?” 

Of course, it wasn’t. The young pastor who had died didn’t eat fast food 
or drink Sonic soft drinks; he ate healthy and drank water and rode his 
bicycle around town. And yet, he was gone, all too soon. Truly, we do 
not know the number of days we have. But rather than worry over the 
number of days remaining, the Psalmist invites us to do something 
more useful; to make our days count. He writes, “So teach us to count 
our days that we might gain a wise heart.” Counting our days is not a 
mere inventory of time; it is an urgent appeal to make each day we 
have count for something. The best days we ever have are those of 
significance, when you have loved someone, stood for righteousness, or 
simply followed Christ as faithfully as you could. Make today count for 
someone.
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Wednesday, February 21

While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died for ungodly 
people. It isn’t often that someone will die for a righteous person, 
though maybe someone might dare to die for a good person. But God 
shows his love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us. So, now that we have been made righteous by his blood, we can be 
even more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. 

-Romans 5:6-9 (CEB)

Shortly after I arrived I Fort Worth, I got a call from a local funeral 
home asking if I could perform a funeral for a family that had no 
church home. I try to say yes to such requests; I think it a part of my 
responsibility to the community in which I live. The funeral director 
gave me a phone number to call the family. When I called, I asked 
if there was something in particular the family wanted me to share 
about their loved one. The voice on the other end of the line paused, 
then asked this question: “Do you have to tell the truth?”

Someday it will be my funeral. When that day comes, I want someone 
to tell the truth. I was not always the husband I wanted to be; there 
were times when my wife needed me, and I was at the church. I was 
not always the pastor I wanted to be; there were times when my many 
inadequacies held the church back rather than moved her forward. 
And although I tried to love everyone, there were a few people I didn’t 
like too much. But, the greatest truth will be this: Christ died for people 
just like me. The apostle Paul writes, “But God shows God’s love for us, 
because while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” And, because I 
chose to follow Christ, even imperfectly, I need not fear the truth. 
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Thursday, February 22

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs.” 

-1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NIV)

I have my annoying habits, so I am told. I am, of course, oblivious to 
them. But that doesn’t mean they don’t exist. The real issue around our 
house is not so much whether those habits exist, but whether or not 
to acknowledge them. In his masterful satire The Screwtape Letters, C. 
S. Lewis describes the devilish work of Screwtape, an assistant to the 
Devil. Here he advises his young nephew Wormword on how to get in 
between people who have been together for a long time. Screwtape 
says:

When two humans have lived together for many years, it usually 
happens that each has tones of voice and expressions of face which 
are almost unendurably irritating to the other. Work on that. Bring 
fully into the consciousness of your patient that particular lift of his 
mother’s eyebrows which he learned to dislike in the nursery, and let 
him think how much he dislikes it. Let him assume that she knows 
how annoying it is and does it to annoy—if you know your job he 
will not notice the immense improbability of the assumption. And, 
of course, never let him suspect that he has tones and looks which 
similarly annoy her. As he cannot see or hear himself, this is easily 
managed.

Paul offers this thought on the nature of love, saying: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not 
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.” When I’m quick to notice the annoying habits of others, is it 
perceptiveness or temptation? And what does love call me to do?
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Friday, February 23

“Follow my example, just like I follow Christ’s.” 
-1 Corinthians 11:1 (CEB)

A recent Super Bowl commercial invoked the words of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Some were concerned that the ad was encouraging 
behavior (buying pickup trucks) that was less than consistent with the 
example for behavior, which Dr. King advocated. Sometimes it can 
be complicated to find a proper example in life. The author Thomas 
Merton writes: 

The beginning of love is the will to let those we love be perfectly 
themselves, the resolution not to twist them to fit our own image. If 
in loving them we do not love what they are, but only their potential 
likeness to ourselves, then we do not love them: we only love the 
reflection of ourselves we find in them.”                     

(Thomas Merton, No Man Is an Island).

Paul writes, “Follow my example, just like I follow Christ’s.” We are called 
to set a loving example for others to follow. But we don’t love people so 
that they will be reflections of us. We love them hoping that they will 
become reflections of God.
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Your Kingdom...
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Sunday, February 25

Your kingdom come. 
-Matthew 6:10a (NRSV)

When we think of God’s Kingdom, often we picture heaven. Perhaps, 
as you imagine God’s kingdom it includes streets of gold, or maybe you 
invision a kingdom built in the clouds. For me, I often think of God’s 
kingdom including God’s throne and us sitting at God’s feet. We think 
of participating and being a part of God’s kingdom in the future. After 
this world has passed away, we then get to experience the goodness of 
the Lord.

When Jesus teaches us how to pray, he includes the phrase “Your 
Kingdom come.” This not only affirms that God’s kingdom will one 
day have dominion over heaven and earth, but it also welcomes God’s 
kingdom to be active and present today in our world. 

This week we will learn more about God’s kingdom and what it means 
for us to ask for God’s kingdom to come here and now. Take a moment 
to ask God to open your eyes, your ears, and your heart to the message 
of God’s kingdom.
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Monday, February 26

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, 
when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden 
plants and put out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.”

-Mark 4:30-32 (ESV)

When we ask God what the kingdom of God looks like, we can look in 
scripture and find the parables Jesus used to describe it. In Mark 4:30 
Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed. Although 
mustard seeds only have the diameter of one millimeter, their bush 
can grow to be 20 to 30 feet tall. You wouldn’t expect a small seed to 
produce a massive plant. Similarly, when Jesus came to earth the Jews 
weren’t expecting a humble carpenter to free them from the Roman 
Empire. He had no army or wealth; how was he supposed to free God’s 
people? The Pharisees often laughed at him because surely the Son 
of God would be more than just a carpenter. God’s Kingdom may not 
always look as we expect.

The seeds have been planted. One day, we do not know when, 
those seeds will grow into magnificent plants. God’s Kingdom is 
growing here on earth. It may not be as majestic as we expect, but 
God’s Kingdom is present in the here and now. We experience God’s 
Kingdom when we see non-Christians come to experience Christ. We 
see God’s Kingdom when those who are sick are healed. We hear God’s 
Kingdom when we sing together in worship, praising God. 

Take some time to think about where you see God’s Kingdom today. 
Think about your interactions with coworkers, the beauty of God’s 
physical creation, or maybe even stories of justice in the news.
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Tuesday, February 27

He (Jesus) presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, 
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” 

-Acts 1:3-8 (ESV)

After Jesus’ resurrection, his disciples desired to know more about this 
kingdom of God. They saw Jesus overcome death, and they were ready 
to take the next steps. They ask Jesus if he will restore the Kingdom 
now. They have seen his power. They begin to understand all of his 
parables in new ways. Surely, now that Jesus defeated sin and death, 
he will bring about his new kingdom. Jesus replies to them that it 
is not for them to know. Instead, Jesus invites them to share this 
message. 

As a type A personality, I often get caught up in the details. I need 
to know when, how, where, and why for every day. But often it is 
impossible to nail down the details. Life often forces us to be flexible 
with the plans we make. Jesus does not want us to get bogged down 
by the details of when God’s Kingdom will fully reign. Instead, he wants 
us to enjoy this moment and join him in sharing the message of the 
gospel. 

The idea of sharing our faith is scary. We are worried about what 
others will think of us. But, when we lean into God, trust, and share 
our faith, we often get to experience God’s Kingdom here on earth 
now. We don’t have to wait until the end of time; God wants us to fully 
participate now. Are we ready to take that next step?

Part of God’s Kingdom coming here and now is our willingness to 
share our faith with others. As more people come to experience and 
know God, God’s Kingdom grows. Think about ways you can share 
the gospel in your life. It does not have to be a formal presentation 
about your faith. It can simply be sharing about the work that Jesus is 
currently doing in your life. You might be surprised how the mustard 
seed begins to grow!
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Wednesday, February 28

And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And 
the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him 
from leaving them, but he said to them, “I must preach the good news 
of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this 
purpose.” And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.”

-Luke 4:42-44 (ESV)
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”

-Matthew 24:14 (ESV)

When Jesus began his ministry, crowds would often form as he 
performed miracles. People were interested in his works and the 
words he would say. Jesus was challenging social norms, left and right. 
Jews had the expectation that Jesus was there to save God’s people, 
Israel. And, he did, but he also redefined God’s people. The message of 
God’s Kingdom was no longer only offered to the Jews but also to the 
Gentiles. This message was often hard to hear because it meant that 
the Jews would have to accept the Gentiles, too. Jesus was intentional 
to share his message not only with the Pharisees, nor only with the 
poor. Jesus intentionally traveled and spoke with lots of different 
people.

In our lives we generally have different circles of friends – work friends, 
school friends, workout buds, family friends, and church friends. 
Sometimes these circles intermingle. Other times we intentionally 
keep them separate. Why is that? Jesus was intentional to share his life 
with everyone. It didn’t matter the circle, they would get to know more 
about Him, and through Him, the Father! 

Our lives should look the same. As we share more about ourselves, we 
should naturally be giving glimpses of the Father with everyone we 
come into contact. Who are the people who God might be nudging 
you to share your faith? Take a moment to pray for that person. Pray 
for an opportunity to rise where you may be, and become a part of 
building God’s Kingdom.
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Thursday, March 1
On the day scheduled for this purpose, many people came to the place 
where he was staying. From morning until evening, he explained and testified 
concerning God’s kingdom and tried to convince them about Jesus through 
appealing to the Law from Moses and the Prophets. Some were persuaded 
by what he said, but others refused to believe. They disagreed with each 
other and were starting to leave when Paul made one more statement: “The 
Holy Spirit spoke correctly when he said to your ancestors through Isaiah 
the prophet, Go to this people and say: You will hear, to be sure, but never 
understand; and you will certainly see but never recognize what you are seeing.
This people’s senses have become calloused, and they’ve become hard of 
hearing, and they’ve shut their eyes so that they don’t see with their eyes or 
hear with their ears or understand with their minds, and change their hearts 
and lives that I may heal them.“Therefore, be certain of this: God’s salvation has 
been sent to the Gentiles. They will listen!” Paul lived in his own rented quarters 
for two full years and welcomed everyone who came to see him. Unhindered 
and with complete confidence, he continued to preach God’s kingdom and to 
teach about the Lord Jesus Christ.

-Acts 28:23-31 (ESV)

This passage in Acts reiterates God’s desire for the message of God’s 
Kingdom to be shared with all peoples. After Paul’s conversion, he 
begins to live into the Great Commission – making disciples of all 
nations. Paul spends the rest of his life sharing the Kingdom of God 
with others. We read in verse 32 of the above passage, Paul was 
unhindered and had complete confidence when sharing his faith. 
Paul would not be kept silent. He was passionate about God’s love and 
sharing it with others. Paul was confident in God’s Kingdom and that 
it would one day reign over every earthly power. He was also confident 
that God gave him a role to participate in building God’s Kingdom 
here on earth. 

We may be able to say that we are unhindered and confident when 
talking about God when we are at church. Church is a place where 
we gather together to intentionally talk about the work of God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. But when we step outside of the physical 
church building, we might find ourselves struggling to share with the 
same enthusiasm. If you read verses 23-24 again, you see that even 
when Paul talked about Jesus, some believed, while others remain 
unconvinced. Sometimes our hesitation to share may be because we 
are concerned that they will not come to believe in Jesus. This is a 
possibility. We cannot force people to believe in God. But we are called 
to share the opportunity for belief with others.

Take a moment to pray, thanking God for the gift of love and 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you 
confidence in God’s message of the Kingdom. Then, find new ways to 
participate in God’s Kingdom here and now. 19



Friday, March 2

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and 
was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory 
and kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

-Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV)

We look around at today’s world and see brokenness. Our human 
brokenness often prevents us from fully seeing God at work today in 
our world. God sent Jesus to die on the cross to defeat death and sin. 
This allows us to experience glimpses of God’s Kingdom now. But, with 
confidence, we can know that one day we will look around to only see 
God’s Kingdom. On that day, everything will be restored. All of creation 
will join together to bring glory to our Creator. This passage in Daniel 
gives us a glimpse.

As a child, I did not necessarily look forward to God’s return. I knew 
God loved me, but I really liked my life here on earth. I wanted to go 
to college, to get married, and to have kids. I would say God can come 
back when… I had all of my earthly goals completed. I felt that the 
things here on earth would bring me greater satisfaction than heaven. I 
will admit that even today it can be hard for me to turn away from the 
things this world has to offer. But, then I think of how many times I am 
let down and disappointed because we live in a broken world. I long 
for the day we can truly have no worries because our heavenly Father’s 
Kingdom will be reigning over all the earth. 

When we pray “Your Kingdom Come” we ask for two things – for us to 
participate in God’s Kingdom now and for the day we finally get to see 
God face to face. Today, ask for these things. Ask for God to be revealed 
and shared throughout your life. But also, ask God to return, and to 
make our brokenness complete.
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Thy Will...
March 4 - 9

“Thy Will...” written by Nick Scott 21



Sunday, March 4

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
-Matthew 6:10b (CEB)

In January we had a Bluegrass band come to lead our worship music 
in Eleven11 worship. By all accounts it was a great success. A lot of 
people came. Everyone clapped their hands and sang loudly. People 
posted on their social media how much fun it was. My favorite part of 
the service was probably singing the old song, “I’ll Fly Away.” It is just so 
much fun to sing, and everyone seems to get into it. However, it only 
tells part of our story.

We sing about being able to join God in heaven when our “earthly 
life is o’er,” but we don’t sing about how we can experience heaven 
here on earth. It is this second unsung part that might be the most 
important part of all: allowing God to reign so fully in our lives and our 
communities that earth begins to look a lot more like heaven.

Last week we prayed that God’s Kingdom might come, but this week 
we see what that Kingdom actually looks like. We also see what 
praying this prayer means for the way that we live our lives today. Do 
we live it with an assumption that things will never change so get used 
to it? Or when we align our wills with that of God’s do we begin to live 
with hope-filled expectation that things will indeed actually change — 
for the better?
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Monday, March 5

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and 
the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I saw 
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard 
a loud voice from the throne say, “Look! God’s dwelling is here with 
humankind. He will dwell with them, and they will be his peoples. God 
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.

-Revelation 21:1-4a (CEB)

Revelation can be a daunting book to read. Beasts, dragons, weird 
numbers, seals being broken, and horns being blown. Most of us 
avoid reading or interacting with the book because it is confusing and 
sometimes a little scary, just like the idea of God can be a little scary. 
Let’s not interact with it too much because we aren’t sure that we will 
ever really understand God, and we aren’t sure if God is safe. Well, you 
are right. You will never fully understand God, and interacting with God 
is never safe. But, even still, God is so good!

Towards the end of this confusing book of Revelation in chapter 21, 
we catch a glimpse of the heart of God. At the core of who God is, is a 
being who loves God’s people so much and wants to reside with them 
and be among them. Not only is God’s presence one of love, it is also 
one of comfort and peace. God will wipe away every tear from your eye. 
This is God’s will: to be with you and comfort you even today just as if 
you were already in heaven. Rest in God’s presence today knowing that 
God delights in being with you.
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Tuesday, March 6

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when 
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you 
search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.

-Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NRSV)

I don’t know about you, but I like to be in control of a situation. I like 
to exercise my will because I believe I know what is best for me and 
even those I love. I get nervous when I feel control slipping, when it 
seems my will is not the strongest force in any situation. Will the desire 
and the will of those with greater control and power be beneficial 
for me? What about those I love? These are important questions to 
consider when we pray that God’s will be done. Is this a God who can 
be trusted?

We do have a God that can be trusted, but certainly not contained. The 
power of God’s will far surpasses our own, yet in God’s wisdom, God has 
allowed our free will to have some determining factor on how much 
control God’s will will actually have in our lives. During Lent, may we 
relent and begin bending our will towards God’s a little more each day, 
trusting that God’s plans for us are the best plans for us.
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Wednesday, March 7

Seek the Lord when he can still be found; call him while he is yet near. 
Let the wicked abandon their ways and the sinful their schemes. Let 
them return to the Lord so that he may have mercy on them, to our 
God, because he is generous with forgiveness. My plans aren’t your 
plans, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. Just as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
plans than your plans. Just as the rain and the snow come down from 
the sky and don’t return there without watering the earth, making it 
conceive and yield plants and providing seed to the sower and food to 
the eater, so is my word that comes from my mouth; it does not return 
to me empty. Instead, it does what I want, and accomplishes what I 
intend. 

-Isaiah 55:6-11 (CEB)

Our God is generous with forgiveness. This is good news, we think, ... 
for us! How thankful we are that God has forgiven us. Surely we don’t 
deserve it, yet God in God’s generosity forgives us anyway! Hallelujah! 
This is also good news, we begrudgingly admit, for those who we 
ourselves might be more hesitant to forgive. Whereas God is eager 
to forgive the repentant person, we are often more slow to do so and 
often unwilling. If it was up to us, how many would go unforgiven?

God’s ways are not our ways. This is really good news deserving of an 
even louder Hallelujah!

Let us not seek to create the world as we might imagine we want it to 
be, but rather let us seek to cooperate with God, who seeks to make 
Earth more like God’s heavenly home. Our plans will fall short not only 
in effectiveness, but in their breadth and boldness! The bravest and 
best thing we can do today, is surrender to God’s will and ways. Not 
only will God’s will accomplish what it sets out to do, it will also be 
better than anything you could have imagined on your own.
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Thursday, March 8

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. 

-Isaiah 11:6-9 (NRSV)

The scripture today comes from a section of scripture in Isaiah that 
is often given the heading, “The Peaceful Kingdom.” As you read it, 
it seems rather fantastical, doesn’t it? It sounds amazing, but not 
quite possible, definitely out of reach on this side of heaven. You’ll 
notice that for everything here described to take place, everything 
would have to begin acting differently than it usually does. For a wolf 
to be roommates with a lamb, the wolf would have to stop eating 
lamb chops for dinner. For the lamb to stick around in this living 
arrangement, the lamb would have to trust that the wolf would not eat 
it. This lamb would be living more bravely than your typical lamb.

The ways of heaven seem a little fantastical, too. Earth transforming 
into a place that is increasingly more indistinguishable from heaven 
seems rather far fetched. It seems even more out of reach if no one 
believes it is possible or is willing to do anything to make this place 
more like heaven. Let’s go against our earthly nature and tap into our 
divine nature this Lent. Let’s begin believing that God can dwell fully 
here on Earth with us, that God’s will can be done here on earth as it is 
in heaven. What would you need to start doing differently in your life to 
make earth more like heaven?
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Friday, March 9

John went throughout the region of the Jordan River, calling for 
people to be baptized to show that they were changing their hearts 
and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins. This is just as it was 
written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet, A voice crying 
out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way for the Lord; make his paths 
straight. Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be 
leveled. The crooked will be made straight and the rough places made 
smooth. All humanity will see God’s salvation.” Prepare the Way of the 
Lord. 

-Luke 3:3-6 (CEB)

You’ve just experienced two passages from Isaiah, and now a passage 
from Luke, talking about John the Baptist preparing the way which 
comes straight from Isaiah. No you are not confused. It is the season 
of Lent, not the season of Advent! But this line from the Lord’s Prayer 
is in many ways an advent line: “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” For this to actually be done, God must be present with us here 
on earth. We must make the path from heaven to earth as smooth as 
possible.

I believe it is our job as Christians to not only represent Christ in the 
world, but to also prepare the way for the Lord to do God’s work in the 
world. This means we make it easier. We fill in the valleys and knock 
down the mountains that stand in the way of God’s will being done. 
The first place we do that is in our own soul. Then when God is firmly at 
home in our being, we can carry God and God’s love wherever we go. 
What are the valleys and mountains in your soul? How can you make 
room for God in your life today?
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Give Us...
March 11 - 16

“Give Us...” written by Joy Dister-Dominguez28



Sunday, March 11

Give us this day our daily bread. 
-Matthew 6:11 (NRSV)

Jesus instructs his disciples to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” as 
a prayer of our dependence upon God. What are we willing to entrust 
to Jesus, both on a daily basis in regards to our need for survival, and 
for long-term outcomes? Perhaps Jesus was alluding to Exodus 16:4-12, 
where God provides manna, or bread, every day to the Israelites. Jesus 
is inviting us into a deeper relationship of trust.

Jesus meets us where we are, but does not leave us where he found us.  
A relationship with Jesus transforms our focus from self-centeredness 
to loving God, loving neighbor, and loving our self. When we trust 
in God’s provision, we are moved to action which includes being 
the hands and feet of Christ, providing for our neighbors in need. 
Prayerfully consider ways in which you are not trusting that God will 
provide. How can you deepen your relationship with Jesus by simply 
praying, “Lord, I trust you to provide?”
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Monday, March 12

Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done 
it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have 
done it for me.’ 

-Matthew 25:40 (CEB)

Did you know the earth has over 7 billion residents? Each one of us 
is diverse and has different needs. Praying for God to give “our” daily 
bread is not a personal prayer, rather a communal prayer. As the Body 
of Christ, we lift our voices to God, asking for God to provide for our 
community and world, even though God has abundantly blessed us 
locally with food, shelter, and clothing. Prayer should always lead us to 
action, and there are people who still long for basic necessities and the 
physical manifestation of “daily bread.” 

What needs are evident in our community? What needs are unspoken 
or yet to be discovered? Did you know, every month the Arborlawn 
Food Pantry feeds hundreds of families who need food? Consider 
purchasing extra food items this week to bring to the Food Pantry. You 
may just be an answer to someone’s prayer. What other ways can you 
serve locally and internationally? 
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Tuesday, March 13

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.

-Luke 11:9-10 (NRSV)

These prayers are important and have a directness to the prayer, which 
is similar to Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer. Even after additional 
examples of petition prayers, Jesus continues with examples of what 
you ask for and what God will give to those who ask. The emphasis 
and directedness are to ask and pray with a relentless pursuit. This is 
not meant to be mistaken for a “blank check.” We are assured that God 
answers prayer, but it is not at the request of the person asking, it’s 
from the will of our God. 

In your prayers, how can you pray boldly? In what areas of your life are 
you holding back? God knows what is on your heart, so dream big, and 
divulge deeply when praying. Bold prayers are not limited for yourself. 
How can you pray boldly for your friends, family, church, neighborhood, 
and the world?
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Wednesday, March 14

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.  

-Proverbs 3:5-6 (CEB)

I remember being in undergraduate school, being poor, and trying 
to figure out how to come up with enough gas money to get to and 
from work for the week. I learned to trust God for what I needed, 
knowing that I was not alone in my struggle, and I had much for which 
to be grateful. God answered my prayers, surprising me in various 
ways, but assuring that everything was going to be okay. I learned to 
acknowledge God and give thanks for even the smallest things. 

Learning to trust God with our whole heart requires gratitude and 
acknowledgement. Even if our prayers are not being answered, how 
can we acknowledge God at work in our life? Journal or make a list of 
ways you see God moving in your life and write down three things for 
which you are thankful. Your list could include things as simple as the 
sunshine and green grass. How can you acknowledge God’s presence 
and show gratitude?
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Thursday, March 15

My God! My God, why have you left me all alone? Why are you so far 
from saving me—so far from my anguished groans? My God, I cry out 
during the day, but you don’t answer; even at nighttime I don’t stop. 

-Psalm 22:1-2 (CEB)

The Psalmist is crying out to God, feeling all alone as if God is distant or 
non-existent. The Psalmist prays during the day and at night, basically 
all day, but still doesn’t feel God’s presence. I’m sure we can all relate to 
this feeling of loneliness, especially when our needs are not being met. 
Sometimes when we pray it can feel as if our prayers fall on deaf ears, 
as if we are left alone on this journey of life. 

If you are feeling lonely as if God has abandoned you, talk with a 
trusted friend or a pastor to express your feelings. Perhaps you need to 
hear words of encouragement and hope that God is indeed present, 
listening to your prayers, and you are not alone. Or if you are not having 
these feelings, check in with friends or family who feel lonely— a phone 
call, text, or card may offer hope and encouragement that indeed God 
is present, and they are not alone.
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Friday, March 16

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

-Romans 8:38-39 (NASB)

When we pray to God, “give” us our daily bread, we are asking God to 
show up and be present, but God is already present and active in our 
lives. Nothing can separate us from God—nothing that we have done 
in our past, our doubts, or our questioning God. God is as close as our 
next breath. All we must do is recognize God’s presence and love. 

One way to connect with God and recognize God’s presence is through 
contemplative prayer. Sit silently with a word or phrase; invite God to 
speak to you about this word or phrase, and just listen and experience 
God’s presence. When your mind wanders, don’t judge yourself, simply 
return your mind back to this word or phrase. Theologian, Father 
Richard Rohr said, 

“Daily contemplative prayer helps you rediscover your inherent union 
and learn how to abide in Presence, trusting that you are already 
good and safe in God.” 

Reflect on your experience of contemplative prayer, and challenge 
yourself to use this form of prayer throughout the day, choosing a 
different word or phrase each time.
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And Forgive...
March 18 - 23

“And Forgive...” written by JT Thomas 35



Sunday, March 18

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
-Matthew 6:12 (NRSV)

Often when we talk about God, we speak in abstract terms that are 
difficult for us to appreciate fully. Debt is not one of these terms. The 
concept of debt is one that has a real meaning in many of our lives. 
As a person who has accrued copious amounts of student debt, I am 
all too familiar with the term. Debt has the capacity to seize us and 
hold us captive to fear; it has the ability to cripple us from living life to 
the fullest. Debt is not merely monetary or pecuniary, but is, broadly 
speaking, owing something to someone else. Over the years, the term 
morphed into meaning trespasses, but the original term spoke of debt 
in the sense of something needing repayment. 

Debt often creates a strain or a separation on a relationship. When 
something is owed, the person in debt tends to avoid the person to 
whom they are in debt to avoid the tension and potential conflict. This 
concept and metaphor of debt gives us another way to think about our 
relationship with God. Our debt or the trespass of our sin has caused us 
to hide from God. This is the essence of what occurred in the Garden of 
Eden. Adam and Eve felt shame from their trespass and hid from God. 
The beauty of the death of Jesus is that our debt has been forgiven, 
and this miracle of grace restores our relationship with God. 

The same is true of our relationships with other people. The Lewis B. 
Smedes Quote accurately depicts this when he says, 

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was 
you.” 

Often the person who is in debt is not the one who owes us something, 
but the one who holds on to the debt. The beauty of this part of the 
Lord’s Prayer is that is makes forgiveness just a smidge easier because 
we have been forgiven and have been shown the perfect example of 
forgiveness, allowing us to demonstrate it in our lives.
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Monday, March 19

And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” “A certain moneylender had 
two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When 
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them 
will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom 
he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged 
rightly.” 

-Luke 7:40-43 (ESV)

We operate in a transactional world. We give something because we 
receive something in return. It is sometimes difficult to reconcile when 
we are given something, when we have done nothing to earn it. This is 
our struggle with grace. 

Our debts and trespasses have been cancelled, not by our own merit, 
but because of God’s love and mercy, and yet we feel as though there 
is a catch. This is a deal too good to be true. This parable accurately 
depicts this point. Jesus is telling us not only that our debts will be 
cancelled, but also that there is no debt too great to be forgiven. In 
fact, the greater the debt, the more love that God has for that person. 

As we begin this week of forgiveness, let us sit in God’s forgiveness. Let 
us rejoice in God’s grace and know that no matter how large, we are 
free from debt.
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Tuesday, March 20

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

-Colossians 3:12-13 (ESV)

This scripture is a piece of extremely practical advice in regards to 
forgiveness. It calls for us to be kind and compassionate when we bear 
with one another. Anyone who has ever interacted with another person 
knows that not all people get along. 

One of the great things about church is that we all come from 
different and unique backgrounds and yet we find commonality in our 
faith in Christ. I believe there is a fundamental difference in unity and 
uniformity. This scripture understands that people will have different 
interests, will process things differently, and gives us the tools to act 
compassionately and patiently with one another to live harmoniously. 
These are the required tools for forgiveness. 

When someone wrongs you, be patient with them and forgive them, 
as this is what God requires of us. Let us deal compassionately with 
one another and learn to forgive so that we may live in unity with one 
another. 
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Wednesday, March 21

“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who 
decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had 
borrowed money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was 
brought in who owed him millions of dollars He couldn’t pay, so his 
master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and 
everything he owned—to pay the debt. “But the man fell down before 
his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay 
it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him 
and forgave his debt.“But when the man left the king, he went to a 
fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him 
by the throat and demanded instant payment.” His fellow servant fell 
down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with 
me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had 
the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 

-Matthew 18:23-29 (ESV)

Forgiveness is a great idea until you are forced to utilize it in practice. 
We are often very easily able to accept forgiveness, but it is an entirely 
separate beast to offer it. We accept God’s forgiveness, and the 
forgiveness of others and yet, when it comes time to proverbially pay it 
forward we are silent. 

The best way I can describe this phenomenon is when I am driving 
and am stuck in rush hour traffic. Often I am caught in one lane, when 
I need to be in another. It is through the graciousness of the person 
behind me that I am able to move over. When it comes time for me to 
let someone else in, what do I do? I speed right up to the bumper of 
the person in front of me to make sure no one can enter my lane. Why? 
I was just shown a simple form of kindness and mercy and yet refuse 
to extend it to another. This is true in a deeper sense for us. 

We must not be like the servant who received forgiveness but refused 
to extend it. We must remember what God has forgiven in our life, and 
then we must go and forgive others.
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Thursday, March 22

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said 
to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” 

-Matthew 18:21-22 (ESV)

This day’s lesson works in tandem with the previous day’s lesson. 
Yesterday we discussed the ease of acceptance of forgiveness and the 
difficulty in extending that same forgiveness. This scripture, while it 
precedes yesterday’s scripture, puts an extra onus on the extent that 
we should forgive others. Not only is Jesus calling us to forgive others, 
but he also puts this ludicrously excessive limit on how many times we 
must forgive someone. Peter’s question in the text is a fair one. Seven 
seems like an appropriate amount of times to forgive someone and yet 
Jesus sets that number on an exponential curve to give us a reason to 
scratch our heads. 

When I worked at another church, we had promotional gifts for 
students who were first-time guests. One of my regular students asked 
if he could have a gift and I told him he was not a first-time guest and 
therefore could not. He asked me how many times he would have to 
attend to receive a gift, and I threw out a ridiculously high number; I 
told him he could get a promotional gift if he came 100 times. The first 
few times after that conversation, he would come up to me and tell 
me how many times he had left, but after a while he soon forgot and 
never got the gift. I think the same is true in this lesson. The point is not 
to keep count of how many times we forgive someone and see if that 
number exceeds 490, but the point is to continually forgive someone 
so that we forget about the number. Jesus’ reply on forgiveness is that 
we must let go; this is the essence of forgiveness. 
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Friday, March 23

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide his garments.

-Luke 23:34 (ESV)

This scripture is a powerful one. It is one of the last things Jesus says 
before he dies on the cross. With his last breath he forgives the people 
who crucified him. 

It reminds me of when Nelson Mandela publicly forgave the people 
who imprisoned him for twenty-seven years. Forgiveness in the small 
things can be easy, but forgiveness becomes extremely difficult when 
the issues are large and personal. 

I remember a couple of years ago hearing the story about the son of 
a woman who was shot during the mass shooting at the AME church 
in South Carolina. With cameras in his face, he forgave the person who 
a week earlier had committed such a heinous act. That is extremely 
powerful. 

We all have pain and suffering in our lives. Many of us are dealing with 
wounds that stem from a deep conflict in our past, and we refuse to 
let go. May these stories give us the power to forgive. May they allow us 
to let go and know that God is in control of our life. May we forgive the 
debts of others because of the fact that God forgave our debts first.
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And Lead...
March 25 - 30

“And Lead...” written by Ethan Gregory 43



Sunday, March 25 
Palm Sunday

And don’t lead us into temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.
-Matthew 6:13 (CEB)

At our Baptism or Confirmation, we answered a set of questions as 
we consented to a life of following Jesus in the community of the 
church: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject 
the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? Do you accept 
the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?

In these questions that help form the foundation of our baptismal 
covenant, it would seem the work is on us when it comes to 
temptation, wickedness and evil, repentance and resistance. So why in 
“The Lord’s Prayer” do we ask God to “Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil,” or as the translators of the Common English Bible 
put it, “And don’t lead us into temptation, but rescue us from the evil 
one?” 

As Pope Francis recently pointed out, God is not in the business of 
leading people into temptation; that would go against the very nature 
of who God is. But then, why would Jesus teach us to pray these 
words?

As Holy Week is upon us, our hope is that the answer is clear. “The 
Lord’s Prayer” is not so much about what God is doing, but about what 
God is inviting us to do. We don’t have to ask God to lead us not into 
temptation or deliver us from evil. God has already shown us how to do 
this in the life of Jesus. When we pray these words, God is reminding 
us that a life of following Jesus is a life that leads others away from 
temptation, a life that repents of and resists evil in whatever forms it 
presents itself.

As this week begins, and as we continue to reflect on this final line 
from “The Lord’s Prayer,” consider from which temptation God is 
inviting you to deliver others, from what evils do you or your neighbors 
need rescuing? Once the answer becomes clear, don’t hesitate, go, 
and, just as you said you would do at your Baptism, renounce, reject, 
and resist.
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Monday, March 26

They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes upon it, and 
he sat on it. Many people spread out their clothes on the road while 
others spread branches cut from the fields. Those in front of him and 
those following were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessings on the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the coming kingdom of 
our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest!” Jesus entered Jerusalem 
and went into the temple. After he looked around at everything, 
because it was already late in the evening, he returned to Bethany with 
the Twelve.

-Mark 11:7-11 (CEB)

At the beginning of this season we found ourselves with ashes on our 
foreheads, confronted with the reality of death and at the same time 
presented with the invitation to life—a mystery through which only 
God can convey truth. It would seem in this week we find ourselves 
surrounded by this same kind of mystery. We prayed the words, “lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” at the same time 
we waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna,” as Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.

If anyone needed to be delivered from evil, it was Jesus. He rode 
triumphantly into Jerusalem through the same gates that were 
reserved for Caesar. He proclaimed the kingdom of God instead of the 
kingdom of Rome and declared himself, king. These bold actions were 
begging for some kind of response—and not a good response!

But, like we said yesterday, the work of rescuing from, resisting, 
renouncing, and rejecting evil is ours to do, just as it was Jesus’. And, 
like with Jesus, when we engage in this work there is bound to be 
a response: Declare that black lives matter in the face of the evils of 
white supremacy and racism, and soon after the phrase, “All lives 
matter” won’t be far behind. Listen to the stories of women and other 
vulnerable persons who have been sexually assaulted, harassed, or 
abused, and don’t be surprised when someone insists that they were 
asking for it. Provide welcome and hospitality to a stranger or an 
immigrant, and immediately someone will call for them to go back 
from where they came.

There will always be a response. Some will shout, “Hosanna,” and some 
will shout in disapproval, but regardless of what the response is, we 
must ride triumphantly into Jerusalem anyway.
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Tuesday, March 27

God said: It is not enough, since you are my servant, to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to bring back the survivors of Israel. Hence, I will 
also appoint you as light to the nations so that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth. The Lord, redeemer of Israel and its holy one, 
says to one despised, rejected by nations, to the slave of rulers: Kings 
will see and stand up; commanders will bow down on account of the 
Lord, who is faithful, the holy one of Israel, who has chosen you.

-Isaiah 49:6-7 (CEB)

This week we’ve spoken of our Baptism and the ways in which God 
invites us to respond to it. There is an important distinction to be made 
in our tradition when it comes to Baptism, and it involves who is doing 
the action. In our Wesleyan and United Methodist tradition we believe 
wholeheartedly that God is the one taking action at Baptism. As water 
pours over our head, God is telling the world that God claims us as 
God’s own and saying to us, that we are God’s beloved. Put another 
way, Baptism is the sacramental act that says, “[God] has chosen you.”

God loves all persons, and because God loves us, God has chosen each 
and every one of us. It is because we have been loved and because we 
have been chosen that we cannot help but respond. And, it is this kind 
of love, this kind of choice that delivers people from evil, that resists, 
rejects, and renounces injustice and oppression, that leads people not 
into temptation.

As you continue to pray on this Tuesday of Holy Week, thank God for 
loving and choosing you, and thank God that you cannot help but 
respond!
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Wednesday, March 28

So then let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we 
have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off 
any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on 
Jesus, faith’s pioneer and perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the 
shame, for the sake of the joy that was laid out in front of him, and sat 
down at the right side of God’s throne.

-Hebrews 12:1-3 (CEB)

Mary and Martha, Paul and Peter, Julian of Norwich and John of the 
Cross, Martin Luther and John Wesley, Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa 
Parks. These are just a few of the great saints of Christ’s church who 
make up that “great cloud of witnesses,” which the author of Hebrews 
is referencing. We all have family members, friends, mentors, or 
influencers in our own lives whom we would add to the list, for whom 
the way of Jesus was of the utmost importance, for whom the work of 
renouncing, resisting, and rejecting evil was a part of their daily living. 
Throughout the lives of all of these people, the work was tiresome and 
long, but they kept pioneering and perfecting; they kept enduring.

We too must keep up this work that God has for us to do. It will 
get tiresome. We will want to take a break or give up. It may seem 
impossible or overwhelming. But, like those saints and witnesses 
before us, we must keep moving forward. 

Today, as you reflect on these saints, and the saints who have 
influenced your life, consider this quote and find comfort in this truth 
from Julian of Norwich, 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall 
be well.”
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Thursday, March 29 
Holy Thursday

This is how you should eat it. You should be dressed, with your sandals 
on your feet and your walking stick in your hand. You should eat the 
meal in a hurry. It is the Passover of the Lord.

-Exodus 12:11 (CEB)

Today is Holy Thursday. At 7:00 tonight in the Arborlawn Sanctuary 
bread will be broken, wine will be poured out, and we will remember 
that night in the Upper Room when Jesus gathered with his disciples. 
It wasn’t a new meal. It had been celebrated for centuries. We read it 
just moments ago.

God by way of Moses was telling Israel to get ready, get dressed, put 
your sandals on your feet, have your walking stick in hand, and eat 
a meal to be ready for the journey. God was quite literally about to 
deliver Israel from evil.

That’s what happens when we gather at the table of our God: Christ 
becomes present in the midst of our gathered community, grace 
is served by way of bread and wine, and we receive assurance that 
whatever evil we find ourselves in the midst of, God is going to deliver 
us.

And so, on this Holy Thursday, join us at the table tonight. Be delivered 
from whatever evil you are in the midst of so that, with walking stick in 
hand, you might go and deliver others. 
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Friday, March 30 
Good Friday
[The text is intentionally left out for today. Open up a Bible, a hard 
copy, online, or through an app on your phone. Find a quiet place and 
immerse yourself in this text.]

-John 18:1-19:42

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Jesus taught 
us to pray this prayer. He taught us to pray to be delivered from evil, 
and yet, he endured an horrendous act of evil—crucifixion. 

Sometimes we give all we have, we seek justice in everything we do, 
we love our neighbors as fully as we can, we recognize the belovedness 
in every person, and still, evil seems to win.

But does evil really end up winning? Does violence get the last word? 
On this dark and horrific day, on this Good Friday, these are the 
questions we find ourselves asking, knowing that for the answers, we 
will simply have to wait and see.
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